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he Annapoorneshwari Temple at

Cherukunnu is one of the major

temples in Kerala, located in the

Kannur district. This temple is situated
on the Cherukunnu South Road, westward
from a place called Kathiruvekkumthara,
along the road leading to Pazhayangadi, 18
kilometers north of Kannur city.

Legend

It is said that Brahma, the creator, once falsely
claimed to have seen the face of the divine.
For this lie, one of his heads that spoke the lie
was cut off, resulting in the sin of Brahmahatya
(the killing of a Brahmin). To atone for this sin,
he had to beg for alms from Rudra (Shiva).
However, none of the gods or demons dared
to give alms to the fierce destroyer form of

Rudra. Finally, upon the gods’ request, Parvati,
Rudra’s wife, gave alms to him in the form of
Annapoorneshwari. This is the mythological
legend associated with Annapoorneshwari.

Agrashala Mother

Annapoorneshwari is considered to be the
consort of Sree Neelakanta Perumal (Parama
Shiva), the presiding deity of the Perinchellur
(Thalipparamba) Rajarajeshwara Temple.
For thousands of years, the Cherukunnu
Annapoorneshwari Temple, built by the
Mushaka dynasty king Valabhan, has been
conducting food offerings twice daily without
fail. There is a large dining hall here capable of
seating a thousand people at a time, where it is
believed that Annapoorneshwari herself serves
the food.
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The Giver of Food

The food for the meals at the Cherukunnu
Agrashala is prepared by the traditional
custodians, the Maniyangattu family. The local
custom of praying ‘O mother of Cherukunnu, a
mound of rice for you’ while setting aside rice
for the deity still persists among the locals. It is
a common belief that one should not leave the
temple without worshiping Annapoorneshwari
and partaking in the food offered. The temple’s
agricultural traditions are connected to rice
farming customs such as “Nira” and “Puthari.”
The temple also has a deity of Sri Krishna
installed as a sub-deity.

Bond of Communal
Harmony

The Annapoorneshwari Temple and the
Oliyankara (Muslim) mosque, located within
a kilometer of each other, share a deep bond.
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During festival times, rice and sugar mixture
brought from the mosque is respectfully
received at the temple. Likewise, rice and
oil from the temple are taken to the mosque
during celebrations, maintaining a tradition of
communal harmony.

Festival Celebrations

The annual festival starts with the Vishu
Sankramam and lasts for a week, highlighted
by a large vattapandal (circular pavilion) made
of dried coconut leaves, bamboo, and teak
poles. The promise of meeting again next year
at the vattapandal is a heartfelt custom among
the locals.
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Annadanam Darshan Timing




Annadana

The Giver of Food

For sponsoring food
(Anna-daan) Get
involved!

A'nnwpaamas Awari



The temple was formally a Vishnu/Krishna Temple,
dating back some 1500 Years. The temple after
Amma’s Prathishta was built by Avittam Thirunal
Raja Raja Varma of Chirakkal Kovilakam
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